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Couniy News

Juvenile pl

by Steve Zalusky

The Kane Coonty Board gave Brooke
Whitted a biank check, but the numbers he
filled m brought smiles o Nancy Wauchope
and the rest of the members of the board's
Judiciary Committee,

Sipce Whinted, n Chicago atiorney, was
hired last year as o special assistant state’s
attoruey o handie the placements of juve-
nile offenders, the county has saved 314
million it would otherwise have spem (o
find homes for them.

Wauchope said that before Whitted's

.mca_e.n:F:__ school districts refused to
*- ~‘acements. She recalled

2 ¢hild who had killed

had to be sent to an

institution in Denver, Colo.

Even thouph the school distiicts were
responsible for educating the kids, “they
were 10t contributing dime one™ for their
treatiaent,

Finally, the county contacted Whitted,
who, according to Wauchope, had “a pris-
tine repitation” werking with sirch conn-
ties us DuPage. “(We theught), *Let’s take
a chance. We can’t do worse than wi
already are."” -

One of thuse mord instn ::33” in .ﬁufm
Viiitted™s PrOgnLG & 5Ge
Judge Richard Lason. Larsen b nukle
sure no placement is made undess if 18
funded either partially or in full by another
entity. :

YWhitted

Contintucd from Pape 8
Akentam’s committment 1o the protec-
uon of chikhen, she was hired to work
three days per week in concert with Whit-
ted in preparation for the mansition.
Wanchope smd Sarang has had anintee -
esting cureer. She safd Samnp had prasc-
ticed belore the Suprenve Court in Now
Fiothi bt evhon she cami to America, she
ool all over again.

e

In thanking the commiitee for the oppor-
tuaily to work with the county, Whitted said,
“This has been the most fun of my law
practice.” Whitted will continug 10 work
with the county as a consvltant,

“it 1= the policy of Kane County (o keep
these kids out of DOC (the Deparuncot of
Corrections) as fong as we can,” Wanchope
said. "Once in there, hope for that kid dJrops.

“We're saving more children for kess
money than we had i the past” Waaschnr-
said.

acements save Kane $1.4

*“\Without the support of Judge Lassun,
this program would not have gotten off the
ground.” said Mike Daly, ditector of juve-
nile court services for the Foth Judicin
Citeuit and superintendent of the county
youlh home.

In fact, avcording 0 Wauchope, one
atterney once told Larson during 2 case,
“You've got that Brooké Whitted look in
your eye” T

Since Whitted has beeo on board, Kane
m,b::___‘ school districts have funded either
s ety 4V save nile placements.
Lehoo! Gy wly e huve saved Kane
County over A28 000

The Depastment of Childeen and Fam-
ily Services (DCFS) has been responsible

for nuiny other plicemuents as well.

Whitted said one placcinent coshng
$1410.600 per vear is fully funded by the
Degrutrnent of Afcohol and Soubstance Abuse
(DASAY. and thata totud of 14 placemends
are {unded at no costio the county.

Dty said one paticolar juvenile lus
becn housed at the youth home with the
help of the program.

*Pecause of this progrom, we've been
ableto ke care of more clikiren,” Judiciary
Committee moember Mary Richands said.

On Sept. 1, Whitted will hund the reins
over to Assistan? Stare’s Attomey Divva
Sarang, As part of Sia
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