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Under pressure from the federal
vernment, the lllinois State
ard of Education Was agreed to
juite privale special educatl
1o0ls to mee € Zame atand-

cut funding to the state.

The new rules require that, as
in public schools, all private spe-
cial education teachers be certi-
fied in their specialties.

s teauired of public schools.
Fhe new rules, which apply only
schools that receive government
wing, reverse a long tradition
imposing separate sets of stand-
Is for private and public schools
Hlinois.

T'he federal government alleged
it such differing standards are
criminatory and threatened to

Only 25 perceni of private
school staff now must be certified
or have training, said Kenneth A.
Mines, regional director of the
Office of Civil Rights of the U.S.
Department of Education.

“We're looking for staff and ad-
ministrators to be specially
trained to the same extent [as in
public schools],” Mines said. “You

would not have a math teacher
attempting to teach music”

The state bbard also will also
require private schools to mget
the public schools’ ratio of five to
15 students per teacher,

Each private achool that re-
ceives lederal funding musl dem-
onstrate at least a 67 percent com-
pliance by the fall of 1995, accord-
ing to the state agreement. As in
public schools, the rule allows
some exceplions.

Regulation of private schools
has long been sought by advocates
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state Leans on Private Schools for Disabled
Standards Raised to Match Public Programs

for the .w,wm_u_mm who say that

The impact will depend on how
strictly the state interprets its new
regulations, said Pam Kennedy,
division director of Ada S. McKin-
ley Community Services Inc., a
private agency with about 30
teachers in five schools.

“All over the country, more
stringent eriteria have been put on
programs to serve children with
disabilities. We applaud that and
we just hope it's done with reason-
able time lines and a partnership
attitude,” Kennedy said.

“l hope it won't be an across-
the-board attempt to discredit
private echool programs,” she
said, referring to a recent federal
report,

The report, written by Mines
and released last December,
sharply criticized nine unidenti-
fied Chicago private special edu-
cation schools.

The report said that at one
school a child was strapped to a
pole and ancother who could walk
was tied into a wheelchair. It said
other schools used makeshift toi-
lets in classrooms without privacy
shields or curtains.

Based on the report, the state
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2357 m 7ath. The Hmvc; wm:m the
school did not employ any staff
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certified in any area of education
during 1991-92 and that it had ne
pym, cafeteria or washrooms ac-
cessible to students in wheelchairs
and did not have enough equip-
ment, supplies or instructional ac-
tivities.

An attorney for the school de-
clined comment. Brooke Whitted,
a lawyer for 12 parents ol ﬂmx-
(o mazmﬂm. said the problems
have been corre A hearing on
the Mau-Glo matter is scheduled
for March 22 and 23.

“This is a philosophical battle,”

Whitted said ""The ¥ids and par-
ents are caught in the middle of a

that means throwing kids in :ﬁ
mainstream without full services.”

Advocates of inclusion say dis-
abled children should be educated
with non-disabled peers to pre-
pare both for co-existence as
adults. But critics say public
schools are not prepared to handle
such children;

The Chicago Board of FEduca-
tion told the federal government
that it would try to keep the
children in public schools, but
that is different from inclusion,
sald Sue Gamm, director of the
board's special education monitor-
ing and compliance.

Mines said the move toward

inclusion is already it Tedeval Tep-
ulaligns=

“It’s not a philosophical discus-
sion,'" he said. “It's a wmnc:mam:p
of :E regulation.”




